
DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Come join us for hot chocolate, great conversations, good friends, and amazing classes. It may 
be cold outside, but it is warm and cozy at the Browne Center - especially with all of you here. 
Bronze and Silver memberships are half off now so if you haven’t joined yet, it is a great time to 
become a member and receive the free and reduced prices on classes. An OLLI membership also 
makes a wonderful gift for friends or family!

  Sheila Pantlind

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Is Dante 
Relevant Today?
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Then and Now with 
“The Doc”
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Big History Monthly 
Lecture Series  
Jan.-May
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Calling all VOX.com 
Aficionadas:   
Let’s Discuss
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Cool Jazz
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Papal Authority and 
Temporal Power
9:30-11:30 a.m.

ISIS:  The Birth and 
Rise of a Terrorist 
Movement
1:30-3:30 p.m.

A Team of  
Their Own
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The Presidential 
Primaries
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Poisoning  
the Pecks of  
Grand Rapids
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Meditation and 
Mindfulness 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Todderstaffe 
Hall:  History of 
an English Family 
Farm (1332-2015)
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Business Ethics
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Caught in  
the Vortex
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Tuesdays with 
Professors 
Noon- 1 p.m.

Plagues: 
Outbreaks that 
Changed the 
World
9:30-11:30 a.m.

the french tarte:  
the sweet taste of 
france
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Vietnam:  War of 
the Long Shadow
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER 
CLASS

Painting 
Impressionism
1:30-3 p.m.

Reading & Reciting:  
Your Favorite Poetry
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Silent Movies  
in the 1920s
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Following the 
Footsteps of  
the Exodus
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Ireland:  From  
the Rising to the  
Free State
9:30-11:30 a.m.

A New-Old Way  
to Read
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Saint Patrick:  Fact 
and Fiction
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The 2016 Presidential 
Election:  Does Our 
Democracy Work?
11:30-1:30 p.m.

Being Mortal
1:30-3:30 p.m.

OLLI’S Oscar  
Preview Party 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

March Madness:  A 
View from the Floor
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER 
CLASSES

Mary’s on the Move!
9:30-11 a.m.

The Volatile Market 
Today
9:30-11 a.m.
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For the remaining 2015-2016 OLLI academic year; we are again offering a tiered 
membership designed to provide you with options and monetary savings. The 
tuition costs are less if you join as an OLLI member, and savings are greater with 
each membership level.

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE 

The four different membership levels from which to choose are:

OLLI Membership Fees and Tuition Pricing
(January 2016 – June 2016)

GOLD MEMBERSHIP:
$385 Membership fee

Gold members can attend 
unlimited number of classes 
all year. Fees may be added for 
special events, trips or class 
materials.

Tuition Pricing

100% Discount 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP:
$60 Membership fee   $30

Tuition Pricing

30% Discount 

1 wk class- $14
2 wk class- $28
3 wk class- $42
4 wk class- $56

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP:
$25 Membership fee   $12.50

Tuition Pricing

15% Discount 

1 wk class- $17 
2 wk class- $34 
3 wk class- $51 
4 wk class- $68

NON-MEMBER:
No Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

1 wk class- $20 
2 wk class- $40 
3 wk class- $60 
4 wk class- $80

Effective February 1, 2016

NEW PRO-RATED MEMBERSHIPS 
Because OLLI’s year is half way over, we have reduced our annual Bronze and Silver 
membership fee by 50%. Starting February 1, Bronze Memberships will be $12.50, 
and Silver Memberships will be $30 through June 2016.

All membership advantages still apply with reduced pricing on tuition classes.

MEMBERSHIP AT OLLI IS LIKE A GYM MEMBERSHIP FOR THE MIND -

*  Opens the mind    *  Helps us adapt to change
*  Helps us find meaning in our lives  *  Keeps us involved in the community
*  Connects us with new and old friends

•  Reminder: No OLLI credit will be given without a 24 hour notice.   

• All classes are held in the Browne Center - unless noted or notified.

•  Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check 
local TV stations and aquinas.edu



M = members      NM = non-members3

MONDAY

Is Dante Relevant Today?
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Week Course – February 1, 8 & 15

Greg Carnevale, 
a lifelong student 
of theology and 
philosophy, is a 
founding teacher 
of City High School 
where he taught 

Latin and Greek. He taught Ancient 
Greek History and philosophy at the 
American Community schools in 
Athens, Greece. Returning to Grand 
Rapids, he taught Latin at Creston 
and East Grand Rapids high schools.

Last year, 2015, marked the 750th 
anniversary of Dante’s birth. The 
perennial Lectura Dantis was held 
in a multitude of countries, but 
nowhere as fervently as in Firenze, 
Italia, and Dante’s birthplace. This 
class will be an introduction to 
Dante: His Life and His Works. 
Greg’s introduction will include 
snippets from, but will not even 
get to, La Commedia itself. What 
the introduction will do is explore 
in detail the history, politics, 
and the papacy’s role in all of 
this. If one wants to understand 
the development of Western 
Civilization, one has to understand 
the role of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Dante knew the Church, 
he knew the Scriptures, he knew 
theology and philosophy, he knew 
politics, and he knew myth. We too 
will look at all of this, but through 
Dante’s eyes. Come join us and 
celebrate the greatest poem ever 
written in the Western Canon, a 
celebration of Love, a Hymn to Love. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Then and Now with “The Doc”
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Week Course – February 1 & March 7

Mary Jane Dockeray, 
Ph.D., was Curator 
Naturalist of the 
Blandford Nature 
Center from 1968-
1990. She was 
recently named one of 
Michigan’s Women of 

the Year and inducted into Michigan’s 
Hall of Fame.

Feb. 1 – Grand Rapids Underworld 
– A considerable amount of Grand 
Rapids history is actually “pre-
history.” What you now see on the 
surface of our fair city begins with 
the river that runs through it and 
the rocks and minerals beneath 
it. How has Grand Rapids grown 
because of the deposits of salt, 
gypsum, limestone, oil and sand 
and gravel? 

March 7 - What’s Buggin’ You - 
What is your first response when 
you hear the word BUG? There are 
“good” and “bad” bugs, depending 
on what they do to, or for us. 
Butterflies and moths are some of 
our most beautiful creatures, but 
we are aghast to find termites in our 
timbers! The “Doc” will fill you in on 
some of these amazing creatures.  

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Big History Monthly Lecture 
Series Jan. - May
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Week Course – February 8 &  
March 7

Craig Benjamin 
Ph.D., is an associate 
professor of history 
at GVSU. He is the 
author of numerous 
published articles, 
chapters and books 
on ancient Central

Asian history and world history. 

Dr. Benjamin will continue with the 
second and third part of his Big 
History series by first examining the 
Universe including the formation 
of the stars and planets. He will 
then explore the appearance and 
evolution of life on Planet Earth; the 
emergence of human beings; and 
the various types of human societies 
that have existed up to present day. 

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Calling all VOX.com 
Aficionadas: Let’s Discuss
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
4 Week Course – February 15, 22, 29 
& March 7 

Nancy Dunn 
earned degrees 
from the University 
of Connecticut and 
Aquinas College. 
Nancy’s professional 
life in the exacting 

world of bank financial reporting and 
regulatory compliance afforded her 
the opportunity to translate complex 
government regulations and then 
teach implementation strategies  
to others.

If you appreciate explanatory 
journalism that expands your 
understanding of current news 
and world trends, you should 
be a follower of the digital news 
site, VOX.com. Ezra Klein leads an 
editorial team whose mission it is 
to explain the news in a compelling 
yet understandable way. Thought 
provoking topics range from 
politics, public policy, world affairs, 
pop culture, science, business, 
food and sports. After immersing 
yourself in VOX.com, are you 
compelled to talk to someone, to 
share what matters to you? Nancy 
will moderate a non-judgmental 
discussion group that will use 
technology to project a VOX 

OLLI TUITION COURSES
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article that you will share with  
the group.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Cool Jazz
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Week Course – March 22 & 29

Tim Froncek is one of 
the busiest drummers 
in West Michigan; 
performing, directing, 
teaching, lecturing 
or judging one of the 
many jazz festivals in 
the mid-west. Tim is 

an affiliate professor at GVSU where 
he teaches the history of jazz and 
directs the university jazz orchestra. 
His motto is “have drums will travel!”

Cool Jazz is sometimes referred to 
as West Coast Jazz. The musicians 
and their influences added 
new elements to the jazz scene 
drawn from classical forms and 
instrumentation. Students in this 
course will listen to some of the 
main contributors to this style: Dave 
Brubeck, Shelly Manne, Modern Jazz 
Quartet, and Stan Kenton are a few. 
Miles Davis’ always had the “coolest” 
of approaches so Tim will make sure 
his music is offered as well. Join Tim 
and the “Cool Jazz” experience.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Papal Authority 
and Temporal 
Power: A Look at 
the Two Swords in 
Medieval Europe
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Week Course – March 14 & 21

Alice Chapman, Ph.D., 
is assistant professor 
of history at GVSU 
where she teaches 
Medieval Europe, the 
Making of Europe and 

the European Civilization. Alice 
has a Ph.D. from the University 
of Cambridge, a M.A. in Religion 
from the School of Divinity at Yale 
University and a B.A. in history from 
Utah State University. Her scholarly 
work focuses on intellectual and 
religious history of medieval Europe.

Come and explore this fascinating 
look at the relationship between 
the Church and State in Medieval 
Europe! Students will first learn 
about Bernard of Clairvaux, who 
wrote about the Cistercian Order 
in the 12th century. (Bernard wrote 
the aftermath of the Investiture 
Controversy which had left the 
relationship between the church 
and the imperial power in ruins.)  
Bernard’s texts offer a nuanced 
picture of the relationship 
between the two institutions 
that was based on cooperation 
rather than superiority and 
subordination. Future theorists, 
however, interpreted Bernard’s work 
differently – warning against the 
papacy’s excessive involvement in 
temporal affairs. Dr. Chapman will 
discuss two of these writers, Giles 
of Rome, who wrote a treatise that 
proclaimed the supremacy of the 
papacy arguing for papal monarchy, 
and John of Paris who supported 
a more dualistic vision based on 
differing spheres of influence.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

ISIS: The Birth and Rise of a 
Terrorist Movement
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Week Course – March 21

Jonathan White, 
Ph.D., is professor 
of interdisciplinary 
studies in the Frederik 
Meijer Honors 
College at GVSU. He 
has also served as a 
consultant to the U.S. 

Department of Justice; the FBI; the 
Department of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Firearms; the Department of State 
Anti-Terrorism Assistance Program; 
the Australian Federal Police, and 
the Turkish National Police. Jon 
has worked with law enforcement 
agencies throughout the world in 
the fields of counterterrorism and 
religious violence, and he taught 
classes on terrorism at the FBI 
Academy. He is the author of several 
dozen scholarly articles and papers.

The course will cover the formation 
of al Qaeda in Iraq during the first 
phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
through its transformation into the 
Islamic State of Iraq and al Sham 
(ISIS), also known as ISIL, the Islamic 
State, or Daesh. The links between 
ISIS and other jihadist groups such 
as al Shabaab, the Afghan and 
Pakistani Taliban, Boko Haram, 
AQIM, and various minor groups 
will be discussed. The erroneous 
and heretical interpretation of Islam 
to support terrorism will also be 
summarized.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

NOTE: This lecture will be held in 
the Donnelly Center

TUESDAY

A Team of Their Own: The All-
American Girls Professional 
Baseball League
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Week Course – February 2

James Smither, Ph.D., 
professor of history 
at GVSU, directs the 
GVSU Veterans History 
Project and teaches 
courses on European 
and military history. 
His MA and Ph.D. are 

from Brown University. Dr. Smither 
has been conducting oral history 
interviews with area veterans for 
archival purposes. He co-produced 

Popular Professor Back Again!
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the student documentary project A 
Team of Their Own released in 2015.

This documentary film interviews 
many of the women who played in 
the All-American Girls Professional 
Baseball League between 1943 
and 1954. Come and enjoy this 
remarkable tale of the women’s lives 
while they traveled and played

baseball. Jim will also discuss the 
making of this student film project. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

The Presidential Primaries
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Week Course – February 9 &16

Donald Zinman, 
Ph.D., is an assistant 
professor of political 
science at GVSU. 
His research centers 
upon the presidency, 
political parties and 
American political 
development.

Primaries and caucuses are 
the venue through which we 
select candidates for president. 
This process moves quickly 
and is subject to unpredictable 
developments. This course 
will cover the fundamentals of 
presidential primaries and caucuses, 
including the importance of money, 
messaging, media coverage and the 
complex rules that make up  
the process. Emphasis will center 
upon the 2016 presidential 
campaign cycle.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Poisoning the Pecks of  
Grand Rapids
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Week Course – February 9

Tobin T. Buhk began 
his life as a true 
crime writer when 
he did a stint as a 
volunteer in the 

Kent County morgue, where he 
stood behind Medical Examiner Dr. 
Stephen Cohle, quietly observing as 
Dr. Cohle unraveled baffling forensic 
mysteries. This experience led to their 
first collaboration, Cause of Death, 
which was followed by a second 
collaboration, Skeletons in the 
Closet. His latest work, Poisoning the 
Pecks of Grand Rapids, details the 
crime of poisoning to inherit  
a fortune.

In the fall of 1915, Grand Rapids 
native Arthur Warren Waite married 
Clara Louise Peck, daughter of 
business tycoon John E. Peck. As 
soon as Waite said “I do,” he began 
a devious plot to inherit the Peck 
family fortune - a plan that included 
deadly viruses such as typhus 
and diphtheria. Follow Waite as 
he executes his scheme. Witness 
John E. Peck’s mysterious death, 
then shadow detectives as they 
unravel an unbelievable twisted 
trail of deception. Watch as Waite 
scrambles to cover his tracks, and 
meet characters, such as Waite’s 
“other woman,” who become 
trapped in his web of intrigue. 
Eavesdrop on Waite’s trial, listen to 
experts as they argue about Waite’s 
mental health, and watch his final 
moments in Sing Sing’s death 
house. Using court records and 
original photographs, Tobin  
will bring this fascinating case back 
to life.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Meditation and Mindfulness
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Week Course – February 16 & 23

Betsy Willey is a 
spiritual director, 
Certified Healing 
Touch Practitioner, 
retired teacher, retreat 
leader and author 
of Footprints of the 
Soul: A Creative

Guide for Spiritual Journey Groups 
and Individuals.

The benefits of meditation are 
numerous, impacting our bodies, 
minds and spirits in positive 
ways. Yet it is difficult for many to 
develop a regular practice and 
learn to still busy minds. Students 
will learn a variety of meditation 
forms, drawn from the great 
world spiritual traditions. Just as 
there are many different learning 
styles, there are numerous paths 
to enter into stillness and peace. 
Through experiencing these, 
discover what appeals to you and 
bring mindfulness and a deeper 
connection to the Divine into your 
daily life.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Todderstaffe Hall: History  
of an English Family Farm 
(1332-2015)
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Week Course – March 1, 8 &15

Margaret Sottile 
was brought up in 
England and had 
close ties to her 
Scottish grandparents. 
Since emigrating to 
the U.S., where she 

completed her M.S. 
in microbiology, she has lived in the 
Midwest. Now retired, she has more 
time to travel, especially to the U.K. 

This is the story of Margaret’s 
childhood home, their family farm, 
first documented in 1332. It was 
part of a large estate until 1686 
when it became a separate entity. 
It covers the lives and times of its 
owners and their tenants, including 
Anglo-Norman barons who were 
Crusaders and signed the Magna 
Carta. Subsequent owners were the 
Abbots of Whalley Abbey until the 
dissolution of the monasteries in 
1536-1540; the Singleton family of 
the violent Tudor and Stuart years, 

COURSES CONT.
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persecuted for their Catholicism; 
Joseph Hornby, a wealthy 
manufacturer of linen sailcloth; 
Alderman Thomas Miller, cotton 
magnate during the industrial 
revolution. Margaret’s grandfather, 
a farmer named Thomas Smith, 
became the tenant in 1924 and it 
is still farmed by his descendants. 
It was purchased by Margaret’s 
father in 1966 when it was sold by 
the owners of the Singleton estate 
to pay the crippling estate taxes. 
Renovations of the farmhouse 
in 1983 and 2010 uncovered the 
building’s history: the oldest portion 
dates from 1572-1660. The changes 
from an agrarian economy to a 
trading nation are interwoven in  
its story.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Business Ethics:  
A Continuing Saga…
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Week Course - March 22 & 29

Robert Frey 
graduated with 
a J.D. from Duke 
University and was 
a practicing and 
corporate attorney 
for over 34 years. For 
ten of those years, 

Robert was an executive V.P. at 
Whirlpool and Herman Miller, and 
also served as president of Herman 
Miller International. He currently is 
an assistant professor at Seidman 
College of Business at GVSU where he 
teaches ethics in business courses.

GM, VW, United Airlines have all 
been in the news lately regarding 
information they did not give or 
information that they incorrectly 
gave to their customers. Executives’ 
compensation still seems to be 
above and beyond even after the 
2008 financial crisis, and social 
networking is opening up problems 
for employees – and raising new 
business ethics questions. Also, the 

work environment at Amazon is said 
to be one without heart because 
of the high-pressured expectations 
from leaders. What are corporate 
social and fiduciary responsibilities 
anyway? Professor Robert Frey will 
present a historical and current 
in depth look at business ethic 
problems – and answer some of the 
questions about what can be done.

M: $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Caught in the Vortex: Armistice 
Day Storm of 1940
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Week Course – March 1

Valerie van Heest is 
an award-winning 
author of five previous 
books. A historian, 
museum exhibit 
designer, diver, and 
shipwreck hunter, 
Valerie has spent 

eight years researching the topic of 
her latest book, Fatal Crossing. She is 
a member of the Women Divers Hall 
of Fame because of her many diving 
expeditions to search for submerged 
wrecks. She has appeared on the 
Travel Channel to speak about the 
many mysteries she has  
solved underwater.

Author and underwater explorer 
Valerie van Heest commemorates 
the 75th anniversary of the tragic 
Armistice Day Blizzard of 1940 
in which five ships and 67 sailors 
were lost. She and the dive team 
from Michigan Shipwreck Research 
Associates examine the wrecks of 
the Novadoc, Davock, and Anna 
Minch, all lost off Pentwater within a 
few miles of each other, and provide 
insight into what caused these 
massive freighters to sink when 
others survived the storm. They 
also interview sons who lost fathers 
on the Davock to learn how they 
handled the aftermath of  
this tragedy.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Tuesdays with Professors
Tuesday, Noon- 1 p.m.
1 Hour Course – March 8

Come get a taste 
for upcoming 
Contemporary 
Writers Series 
presenter, Mardi 
Jo Link in this 
lunchtime reading 
and presentation 

by program committee member 
(and writer) Kate Dernocoeur. 
Mardi Jo Link is a Michigan author 
whose nonfiction works include 
the memoir From Broke to Bad*** 
on a Northern Michigan Farm and 
When Evil Came to Good Hart. An 
MSU graduate, Link earned her MFA 
in creative writing from Queens 
University. The Contemporary 
Writers Series reading, which is 
free and open to the public, is on 
Tuesday, March 15 in the Aquinas 
Wege Ballroom at 7:30 p.m.  
Come find out more about this 
exciting author!

M: Bronze $8 Silver $6 NM: $12

WEDNESDAY

Plagues: Outbreaks that 
Changed the World
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Week Course – February 3, 10 & 17

Albert Bell, Ph.D., is 
professor of History 
at Hope College. His 
research interests 
focus on ancient 
Rome in the first 
century A.D. In 

addition to articles and stories, Dr. Bell 
has published historical mysteries for 
adults and children. His recent book, 
The Eyes of Aurora, was published 
in 2014. Dr. Bell is a true Renaissance 
man and a favorite at OLLI.
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Everyone has heard of the Black 
Death, the plague which devastated 
Europe in 1348, but Europe had 
been hit by earlier plagues that 
had far-reaching effects. In 429 
BC Athens was struck by a plague 
which changed the course of the 
Peloponnesian War against Sparta. 
In 542 AD the Byzantine Empire 
was overrun by a plague that left 
the Empire vulnerable to Arab 
invasions. This course will look at 
these outbreaks of disease and 
the contemporary sources which 
describe them.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

the french tarte: the sweet 
taste of france
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Week Course – February 10

Susan Vandenberg, 
Ph.D., returns to 
Grand Rapids after 
a 20-year hiatus 
during which she 
made the decision to 
leave her career as an 

emergency medicine physician and 
pursue her passion for fine pastry. In 
2006, she attended the baking and 
pastry program at Apicius Culinary 
Institute in Florence, followed 
by completion of Le Diplome de 
Patisserie at Le Cordon Bleu in Paris. 
Her small cottage business, The 
French Tarte, focuses on teaching 
French pastry techniques and offering 
delicious French style pastries, tarts 
and shortbread. She shares her tips 
and techniques of recipe evaluation 
on her blog, “Baking with the  
French Tarte.”

In this class, Susan will explain and 
demonstrate the steps involved 
in making puff pastry, a classic 
laminated dough, and discuss 
some of its uses in both sweet and 
savory preparations. As a prelude 
to Valentine’s Day, come share a 
tasting of treats and stories of Paris 
and pastry!

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
Note: All registrations please add 
$5 fee for materials 

Vietnam: War of the  
Long Shadow
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Week Course – February 24, 
March 2, 16*, & 23

Fred Johnson, Ph.D., 
is associate professor 
of history at Hope 
College. Dr. Johnson 
earned his Masters 
and Doctorate 
degrees at Kent State 
University. He recently 

completed his Masters of Divinity at 
Western Theological Seminary. His 
primary field of study is 19th Century 
U.S. History, specifically, the Civil 
War. He has authored many books, 
and currently is completing the book 
America’s Blind Spot: U.S. Foreign 
Policy in Africa 1945-Present. Dr. 
Johnson has received many awards 
including the Hope Favorite and Most 
Outstanding Professor Awards.

America’s humiliating retreat from 
Vietnam in April 1975 damaged 
the nation’s confidence, exiled a 
generation of veterans, and, in the 
aftermath, moved policy makers to 
create one of the most lethal war 
machines in history. This course 
examines the complex history 
that led to America’s involvement 
in Vietnam, the sociopolitical and 
geo-strategic consequences of 
the conflict, and how Americans 
continue struggling to reconcile 
themselves with the troubled legacy 
of the Vietnam War. 

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80
Note:  *Skip date of March 9

THURSDAY

Reading & Reciting: Your 
Favorite Poetry
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Week Course – February 4, 11 & 18

Sheila Bartle, Ph.D., 
is a lifelong learner 
and educator. She 
is and has been a 
teacher of literature, 
writing, and yoga. 
Her engagement of 
students in reading 

began with high school students 
and then moved to the college level, 
culminating in graduate education 
for adult learners. 

When she was blind, forgetful, and 
in the close of her life, my aunt could 
still recite much of Keats’ sonnet 
“To Autumn,” a poem she had 
memorized in high school. “Season 
of mists and mellow fruitfulness,” 
she’d intone, getting that far-away 
look in her eyes; and she was off 
in her own world of sound and 
beauty. Bring a favorite poem to 
this OLLI class (the instructor will 
have many to offer as well) and 
we’ll prepare to recite it for one 
another by exploring its story line, 
drama, imagery, rhythm, sound, and 
language. Your selection may be a 
soliloquy from a play, a selection 
from the Bible, a quiet lyric, or a 
dramatic monologue -- whatever 
poem(s) you would enjoy lending 
your voice and interpretive skills to. 
In this small, 3-class setting, we will 
encourage one another to recreate 
poetry as it is meant to be – a 
captivating, “live,” oral performance. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

COURSES CONT.
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Silent Movies in the 1920s
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Week Course – February 4, 11 & 18

Paul Murphy, Ph.D., is 
professor of history at 
GVSU specializing in 
American intellectual 
and cultural history. 
He earned both his MA 
and doctorate from 
Indiana University. In 

2012 Paul authored the book titled 
The New Era: American Thought and 
Culture in the 1920s.

Silent film reached its peak as 
an art form in the 1920s, and 
“moving pictures” were, at the 
same time, enormously popular 
with the American public, making 
Hollywood a crucial force in shaping 
American culture and movie actors 
and actresses into celebrities and 
“stars,” the equivalent of American 
royalty. This course examines the 
cultural significance of silent movies 
in the 1920s, primarily by focusing 
on examples of films from the 
period—action movies, dramas, and 
comedies—and analyzing them as 
artifacts of their time and important 
statements of American values  
and aspirations.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Following the Footsteps  
of the Exodus
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Week Course – March 3, 10, 17 & 24

Neal Bierling, a 
Calvin College 
graduate, began his 
archaeological dig 
adventures back in 
1972 in Israel. He has 
created curriculum 
for Old and New 

Testament Bible translations and 
Christian Schools International based 
on the rich history he has unearthed. 
Neal and his son Joel now create 
virtual tours and curriculum about 
the Middle East. 

Following the Footsteps of the 
Exodus…. Neal begins our travel in 
Egypt where the Israelites escaped 
from the hardship and a life of 
slavery. Students will then “journey” 
to the Sinai, the barren, mostly 
desert (but beautiful) land between 
the Mediterranean Sea and the Red 
Sea. The footsteps then continue 
to Jordan, a peaceful country 
where the Christians and Muslims 
have managed to co-exist, making 
Jordan a model for other countries 
in the Middle East. Leaving Jordan, 
students will cross the Jordan 
River to Jericho. Jericho is one of 
the oldest inhabited cities in the 
world – it is where archeologists 
have unearthed at least 20 
successive settlements. Neal will 
then complete his footsteps talking 
about the fascinating archaeology 
of Jerusalem.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Ireland: From the Rising to the 
Free State
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Week Course – February 25 & 
March 3

Gary W. Burbridge, 
Ph.D., taught 
anthropology and 
history at GRCC for 
36 years. While at 
GRCC he developed 
courses in Native 
American Cultures, 

Introductory Archaeology, and Irish 
Archaeology. As a professor he co-led 
tours to Europe, including study tours 
to Ireland.

English rule over Ireland dates 
back to the 12th Century. It was 
in 1916 when a few hundred Irish 
revolutionaries began the fight, 
known as the Easter Rising, to 
become independent from the 
British Empire. In 1919, Ireland 
declared its Declaration of 
Independence and began its fight 
against British rule. A two year 

bloody battle followed, and ended 
with the Anglo-Irish Treaty which 
established Ireland as a Free State, 
but still within the British Empire. 
Professor Burbridge will bring an 
understanding of the long history 
of the story of the fight for Irish 
independence.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

A New-Old Way to Read
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Week Course – March 10, 17, 24 & 31

Karin Orr, Ph.D., 
recently retired as an 
ordained minister in 
the United Methodist 
Church. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree 
from Albion College, 
her master’s and 

doctorate are from Wayne State 
University. Her master’s in divinity is 
from Garrett Seminary. Karin is also 
known in Grand Rapids as a writer, 
speaker and TV host.

One of the great joys of aging is 
taking accumulated experience 
and applying it to new ventures. 
As a late-in-life seminarian, but 
long-time college teacher, Karin 
loved using literary techniques in 
the reading of scripture. Analyzing 
biblical stories for their use of 
archetype and metaphor enlivened 
her sermons and entertained 
congregations. Now she reverses 
the roles, using an ancient form 
of sacred reading - lectio divina - 
to bring fresh interpretations to 
selected, contemporary literature. 
Intentional in its employment of the 
senses as well as the imagination, 
lectio divina guides the listener 
to insights of depth and clarity. 
Bring your favorite selections and a 
willingness to share.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80
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Saint Patrick: Fact and Fiction
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Week Course – March 10 & 17

Brother Pat 
Commins is a De 
La Salle Christian 
Brother. He graduated 
from the University 
College Dublin 
and has taught 
in the Republic 

and Northern Ireland at both the 
elementary and secondary levels. 
As an administrator, he has traveled 
widely and his interest lies in local and 
national Irish history.

St. Patrick’s Day has become an 
international festival celebrating 
Irish culture with parades, dancing, 
special food and a whole lot of 
green. But, who is Patrick? What 
do we know about Patrick the 
man? Who is the historical Patrick 
as against the legendary Patrick? 
In this presentation, Brother Pat 
will attempt to untangle the 
layers by examining the historical 
background to Patrick’s mission, 
his life as narrated through his 
own words and the development 
of myths and legends that have 
underpinned our imagery of Patrick. 
There may be surprises!

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

The 2016 Presidential Election: 
Does Our Democracy Work?
Thursday, 11:30-1:30 p.m.
1 Week Course – February 25

Join Glenn Barkan, 
retired political 
science professor 
and current 
political analyst, as 
he facilitates this 
on-going group 

discussion on the 2016 Presidential 
election. Each meeting will be 
an exchange of ideas on the 
candidates, campaigns and issues of 
the next election.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
Maximum: 20

Being Mortal
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Week Course – March 24 & 31

Join end of life 
educator, veteran 
hospice volunteer 
and author, Dave 
Kampfschulte, for 
a stimulating and 
thought provoking 
class as we discuss 

the recent best seller, Being Mortal, 
by Dr. Atul Gawande. This book 
covers the inevitable topics of aging 
and end of life. How can medicine 
not only improve life, but also the 
process of dying and planning for it? 
As Dr. Gawande says, “Hope is not  
a plan!”

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

FRIDAY

OLLI’S Oscar Preview Party
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Week Course – February 26

Ian MacNeil returns 
to host OLLI’s 2nd 
Annual Oscar 
Preview Party! In 
2014, the Academy 
of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 
deemed 323 films 

eligible for Oscar recognition. 
However, unlike last year’s easily 
predictable winners, this year’s field 
is even larger and more diverse, 
with frontrunners slow to emerge, if 
at all. Perennial favorites like Steven 
Spielberg and Quentin Tarantino are 
back in the hunt amid the dynamic 
work of indie filmmakers like Cary 
Fukunaga and Lenny Abrahamson. 
Will Leonardo DiCaprio finally snag 

the Oscar that has eluded him for 
over two decades? Will Lily Tomlin 
join the select class of those to win 
an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony? 
Will the Star Wars and James Bond 
franchises continue their enduring 
success? Will Lady Gaga add an 
Oscar to her list of accolades? Find 
out these answers and so much 
more about the best in film of 2015 
– popcorn, prizes, previews, and 
predictions? An award-winning 
combination!

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

March Madness:  
A View from the Floor
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Week Course – March 4

Ted Hillary retired in 
March of 2013 after 
17 years of officiating 
NCAA Division I 
basketball games in 
36 states. Most have 
been of the Big Ten 
and Big 12 variety, but 

he also ‘ran the courts’ of the Atlantic 
Coast, Conference USA, Mid-American 
and the South Eastern Conferences. 
Ted taught for the Grand Rapids 
School system for 28 years before 
becoming one of the most requested 
referees in college basketball. He 
currently is a Regional Official for  
the NCAA.

Ted will inform and entertain you 
with NCAA basketball stories. From 
his close up floor view, Ted will 
tell of the pressure and the fun of 
truly ‘running’ the best courts in 
the country. His insights on March 
Madness and sports today will be 
informative and hilarious! Both men 
and women will love this class.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
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JONATHAN WHITE,  
PH.D., from the Frederik Meijer 
Honors College at Grand Valley  
State University will speak on

ISIS: The Birth and Rise of a 
Terrorist Movement 

MONDAY, MARCH 21
1:30-3:30 P.M. At Aquinas College - 
the Donnelly Center

Register to hear Grand Rapids’ 
highly regarded expert on terrorism 
- the history, the connections and 
interpretations of Islam. 

Space is limited to 165

Call OLLI at Aquinas at
616.632.2444 to register

M = members      NM = non-members

FREE MEMBER CLASSES AT THE BROWNE CENTER 

Mary’s on the Move!
Friday, 9:30-11 a.m.
February 19

Join Kent Riddle, CEO and President of 
Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 
and learn of the recent growth of this 
important Grand Rapids’ institution.  
During Kent’s three years as CEO, 
there has been a 41% increase in the 
number of patients served and 45% 
growth in the number of employees. A 

$62.5 million expansion and renovation project includes a 
new 190,000 square foot building that opened in January, 
2015. Inpatient beds doubled from 80 to 167. The Mary 
Free Bed Rehabilitation Network was also established with 
83 additional inpatient beds and a foundation was created 
which has raised $15 million in two years.

Painting Impressionism
Wednesday, 1:30-3 p.m.
March 2

Impressionism defined means “the 
effect of light and color,” and is a style or 
movement originated in France in the 
1860s. This style of painting separated 
traditional European painting by capturing 
the illusion of light outdoors, under 
various conditions, using a variety of 

brush work and color pigments. Instructor Scott Kenyon 
will demonstrate this approach based on his study at The 
Cape School of Art that was started by Charles Webster 
Hawthorne in 1899 and continued by master Impressionist 
painter Henry Hensche. 

The Volatile Market Today
Friday, 9:30-11 a.m.
March 18

Join John Nowak, CFA, Managing 
Director- Wealth Management at Merrill 
Lynch, as he gives us information on 
the ups and downs of the markets 
today. Where are we now? Where are 
we heading? 
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Registration Form (Winter 2016)
Name(s)_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________  

City_______________________________________ Zip____________________  

Home #_________________________Cell #___________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________

Membership (2015 - 2016 academic year)      qBronze $25    $12.50     q Silver $60     $30      qGold $385

1X

2X

3X

4X

NM

$20

$40

$60

$80

BRONZE

$17

$34

$51

$68

SILVER

$14

$28

$42

$56

**Additional fees may apply**

Pricing Structure

Courses       # of Weeks Price
MONDAY 
Is Dante Relevant Today?
Then and Now with “The Doc”
Big History Monthly Lecture Series Jan.-May
This Matters to Me – Let’s Discuss 
Cool Jazz
Papal Authority and Temporal Power
ISIS:  The Birth and Rise of a Terrorist Movement

TUESDAY 
Team of Their Own
Presidential Primaries
Poisoning of the Pecks 
Meditation and Mindfulness 
Todderstaffe Hall
Business Ethics
Caught in the Vortex 
Tuesdays with Professors

WEDNESDAY 
Plagues:  Outbreaks that Changed the World 
the french tarte:  the sweet taste of france
Vietnam:  War of the Long Shadow

THURSDAY 
Reading & Reciting:  Your Favorite Poetry
Silent Movies in the 1920s
Following the Footsteps of the Exodus
Ireland:  From the Rising to the Free State
A New-Old Way to Read    
Saint Patrick:  Fact and Fiction 
The 2016 Presidential Election:  Does Our Democracy Work?
Being Mortal

FRIDAY 
OLLI’S Oscar Preview Party
March Madness:  A View from the Floor 

MEMBER FREE CLASSES 
Mary’s on the Move!
Painting Impressionism
The Volatile Market Today

Total Amount $ ________Check ( Make payable to OLLI at Aquinas College)
q    Credit Card    q    Mastercard/Visa q    Discover
CC # ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   Exp Date: ___/___
Name (as it appears on the card) _________________________________________________

Call the OLLI office to register at 632.2430

 
3
2
2
4
2
2
1

 
1
2
1
2
3
2
1

1 hour

here is the Winter class list with # of weeks for each class:
MONDAY

Dante -  3 week
Then and Now - 2 week

Big History - 2 week
Call all VOX - 4 week
Cool Jazz - 2 week

Papal Authority - 2 week
ISIS - 1 week

TUESDAY
Team of Their Own - 1 week

Presidential Primaries - 2 week
Poisoning of the Pecks - 1 week

Meditation and Mindfulness - 2 week
Todderstaffe Hall - 3 week
Business Ethics - 2 week

Caught in the Vortex - 1 week
Tuesdays with Professors - 1 hour

 
WEDNESDAY

Plauges - 3 week
the french tarte - 1 week

Vietnam - 4 week

THURSDAY
Reading & Reciting - 3 week

Silent Movies - 3 week
Footsteps of Exodus - 4 week

Ireland - 2 week
New -Old Way to Read - 4 week

Saint Patrick - 2 week
Does Democracy Work - 1 week

Being Mortal 2 week
 

FRIDAY
OLLI’s Oscar Party - 1 week
March Madness - 1 week

MEMBER FREE COURSES
Mary’s on the Move - 1 week

Painting Impressionism - 1 week
The Volatile Market Today - 1 week

 
3
1
4

3 
3 
4 
 2 
4 
2 
1
2

 
1
1
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1

 
________
________
________



Call to register: 616.632.2430 12

Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1607 Robinson Road SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1799

Look for these exciting Spring 2016 classes:

ET Are You Out There?
World in Crisis:  International Terrorism
Women in the Whitehouse
KKK in Michigan
Tuesday Night at the Movies:   
Alfred Hitchcock 
Theorizing Interpersonal Communication
Eyewitness WWII:  The POW Experience

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Aquinas 
College is a community of adults joining together to 
achieve personal transformation of mind, body, and 
spirit through lifelong learning and community service.

M
ISSIO

N
 

STATEM
EN

T

Winter 2016
Course Schedule

Classes begin: February 1
Phone: 616.632.2430

Fax: 616.732.4480
aquinas.edu/olli

Like us on 
Facebook 


